Capillary pericytes: perspectives and future trends.
A complete understanding of the microcirculation requires full knowledge of the structure and function of each of the constituent cells, including pericytes. Vascular endothelium and smooth muscle cells have been investigated intensively during the last two decades, but much less is known about the metabolism and function of capillary pericytes. However, the development of new electron microscopy techniques and the application of new cell culture and molecular biology techniques should allow for the rapid elucidation of the cellular biochemistry and the microvascular function and pathology of this ubiquitous capillary cell.